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TIME TO GO 

“Twenty years ago I had the sorrow but pride to 

become a donor mum when Rebecca my 

daughter died in America after a road traffic 

collision. It had always been her wish should 

anything happen to her to be a donor. Sadly 

but thankfully we were able to carry out her 

wishes. We had tremendous support from the 

American authorities and we wished to know 

what was available for donor families in the 

United Kingdom. Locally we sought the advice 

from the then 'Transplant Coordinators' and we 

went to two or three meetings at a local hotel. It 

was then suggested to us perhaps we should 

form a local support group. So in 1997 we formed a small local group and within 

twelve months  we became the Donor Family Network. There were still only  a 

few  families  but we were growing in number. We introduced a logo for the    

network. This came about as a competition to decide what the logo should  be. A  

recipient  from  the Worcestershire area suggested a 'Forget-me-Not' flower as no 

donor would ever be forgotten. Because the logo for Donor Families in  America 

is a butterfly we decided to sit a butterfly on the Forget me Not as a symbol of 

hope and new life. The logo was born. We sold badges  to  raise funds and in 

2003 the Donor Family Network became a registered charity and I have           

remained as a trustee since that time doing many jobs and helping us to get         

established. I have met so many wonderful people at the Donor Family          

Gatherings, The 'Precious Gift Service' and the Transplant Games where Donor 

Families now play a significant part, travelled around the country promoting     

organ / tissue donation and also being secretary for the Network. One of the 

proudest moments was the unveiling  of the National Memorial earlier this year at  

the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire by the Duke of Gloucester. 

There have been so many landmarks in the progress the charity has made. None 

of this would have been possible without you the members of the charity, your 

support, fundraising, attendance at Gatherings, your quilt squares, everything that 

binds you to the charity has made it what it is now. What is the Donor Family 

Network today? A vibrant still growing charity which has the respect of a lot of 

other charities, financially stable, hundreds of families who are our members and 

for many a beacon of hope for the future. We work closely with so many          

respected organisations including NHSBT and other transplant charities. A     

charity who has in its' members everything that is good about people in their     

generosity, kindness and willingness to help others. You have a great bunch of 

trustees and knowing your charity is in such good hands I have  now  resigned 

from  being a trustee of the DFN  and   become  like everyone a proud member of 

the charity. I hopefully have done my little bit and it is now time for younger 

members to carry us even further forward. I wish you all and the charity every 

success in all your future endeavours. An old saying of ours is: Being a Donor 

Family Member is joining a club you never wished to join but once in it, it is for 

life. That is what I am proud of.”  (Jane Nix)  

On behalf of all our members our grateful thanks go to Jane for 

everything she has done and the tremendous number of families 

she has supported.  



 

Hugging is the way to the heart 

BRITISH TRANSPLANT GAMES  

 

The British  Transplant  Games began in 1978  and  have been  

staged annually around the country since  then. This  year it was the  

turn of  Liverpool to host the Games. Over 900 recipients took part 

in over 25 events and 1,400 spectators went along. A Gala Dinner 

was held on the evening of the last day of the Games, at the Echo 

Arena, to which 2,000 attended.  

  

DFN Trustees attended the Games as usual and it was a pleasure to 

meet new donor families at the start of the Opening Parade at the     

Albert Dock.  We paraded with the teams to the venue for the Opening 

Ceremony, being the last group to enter the arena. As usual we entered 

to the most amazing of receptions from all those already present before 

the lighting of the Donor Flame and a speech by gymnast Beth     

Tweddle. Over the next couple of days we were able to present medals 

to the athletes and to meet up with many old acquaintances. The      

athletes are of all ages and a large number of children attend every 

year. It is fantastic to see the little ones running and  throwing  and  

quite an  honour to present medals at the under 5’s archery!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipients love to see donor families at the Games. The following comments have been taken from our 

Facebook page: 

 “Nothing we ever do will surpass what they have done for us. Very special people. Thank you” (Maggie 

Cowman) 

 “Amazing people, proud to walk in parade with you.” (Paul Dixon) 

 “Thank you, each and every one of you.”(Brian Egerton) 

  

 

 

DFN Trustees attend Gala Dinner  

Donor Family group gather in  

Liverpool for the  Opening Parade 

Trustee Eunice Booker’s  

grandsons carried the Donor 

Family’s banner 

Gymnast Beth Tweddle spoke at the 

Opening Ceremony 

Finish line at the  Donor Run  



 

And the heart is the source of healing 

In 2017 the Games  are  being hosted by  North Lanarkshire  so we hope that some  of our families  in 

Scotland will be able to join us and have the opportunity  to meet the  recipients  who strive  so hard to 

honour their donors and win medals in their donor’s memory. Birmingham will host the Games in 2018 

and we are very excited to announce that Newcastle Gateshead have won the bid to host the World Games 

in 2019. The World Games  were last staged  in the UK in 1995. We will of course ensure that Donor 

Families are represented and hope that you will join us!  

Andrea Fallow’s view on the British Transplant Games, Liverpool 2016:  

“What an  experience it was  this  year at  the   BTG  

Liverpool! I first heard about the Games in 2014 

when they were held in Bolton and my parents and I 

went to the Opening Ceremony and then the track 

and field events on the Sunday.  Overwhelmed is  an                 

understatement as to how I felt there! So, when I 

found out that the games were being held in         

Liverpool this year I made sure I was able to go the 

whole event and am so glad that I did. I had the   

honour of representing the Donor Family  Network, 

as I was asked  to light  the  Donor Flame at the 

Opening Ceremony, along with a lady who had a  

kidney transplant 46 years ago and Beth Tweddle, 

the gymnast. There were in excess of 2,500 people in 

the exhibition centre but whilst lighting the torch I 

had no concept of the number watching. Over the 

course of the weekend, along with other donor    

families, I participated in the medal ceremonies for 

the athletes. There were so many different events  

going on over the weekend that it was   impossible to 

see them all but it is so inspiring to watch the       

competitors, from tiny tots to 70 plus. The             

atmosphere throughout the weekend was amazing, 

with mixed emotions, but ultimately a positive      

experience. The enthusiasm of all those competing 

was fantastic and each and every one of them was clearly grateful for the Gift of 

Life. You are in an environment where it is easy to talk to people – once they 

know you are a donor family they are so grateful and that is priceless. I have     

already booked time off work to make sure that I can attend the games next year.   

I hope to meet more of you there, because believe me, I don’t intend missing out 

on the games from now on!” 

Angela Fisher’s perspective on the Games: 

“On behalf of Bobby (my husband) and I, we would like to congratulate 

all those whose amazing efforts and teamwork make the games possible. 

This was our first attendance at the games and I was impressed from our 

arrival. The four days we spent in Liverpool were memorable for a      

variety of reasons, the people we met, seeing the recipients who are able 

to compete in sporting events and hearing their stories. We appreciate 

how much work goes in to make these events happen, you should all be 

very proud of your efforts”. 

  

 

The Donor  Flame 

The children are so proud to 

win medals 

 

Jim Fallow presents medals 

to the children 

Angela presented one of the Donor 

Family Network Awards  

Andrea Fallow and  Beth  



 

It is the little moments together 

Lorraine Furfie, DFN member, attended the games for the second time and 

says: 

“This year I attended the BTG in Liverpool. The Opening Ceremony was outstanding 

although at times emotional. The respect shown to the Donor Family Network and 

Living Donors was very touching. I had the honour of presenting medals at different 

events. I met competitors young and old and it was a memorable pleasure. The 

friendliness of the games is a credit to all involved. I was honoured and humbled to 

stand beside fellow members of the Donor Family Network and thank them for all 

their hard work and continued support. I know my husband Paul would be smiling 

down every moment.”  

  

 Liz Phillips, donor family, also attended the games and 

worked as a volunteer: 

“Myself and two of my daughters decided to attend the games this year 

as my husband Rick died and donated in Liverpool in August 2000. We 

arrived on Thursday and made our way to the Albert Dock, knowing we 

would be meeting up with the Donor Family Network. We didn’t know 

what to expect but we were immediately welcomed and introduced to 

everyone. We then took part in the Opening Ceremony and wow, it was 

so emotional! We got a huge welcome as a team but my personal 

thoughts were with Rick and how proud I was of him and that we had 

followed his wishes at such a sad time. Friday we volunteered at some  

of the events  and watching  the  recipients was a joy. On Saturday we 

took part in some media interviews and met a cyclist who had won two 

medals. I took part in the Donor Run in Rick’s memory, raising £300. 

I’ve decided to split this between the DFN, Transplant Sport and the 

Walton Neurological Unit where Rick donated. On Sunday we had the 

honour of presenting medals  to  the  recipients at the athletics. Then we had to say goodbye to some lovely 

people and new friends. It was the best experience ever and I would encourage any donor family to get   

involved and attend the games with the DFN. My girls and I are so pleased we did as we now feel we are 

not alone. Thank you again for welcoming us”.  

 

Donor family member Jo 

Casswell and her husband Karl       

discussed their wishes to donate their  

organs and tissue in the event of either of 

their deaths. So, when Karl died in 2010, 

aged 46, it was a simple decision for Jo to 

consent to fulfilling his wishes. Jo       

continues to campaign and joined us in 

Liverpool as a volunteer for the Games          

organisers. 

 

 Liz and family  

Getting ready for the  children’s      

athletics 

Campaigner Jo Casswell 

Loraine and the High 

Sheriff  



 

That makes the memories last forever 

A round up of some of the wonderful fundraising 

efforts from our families, friends and supporters:  

Our very grateful thanks go as always to the many people who so kindly support us with 

donations and fundraise on behalf of the Network, ensuring that we can continue with our 

work. Over the recent months this includes: 

Andrew Savery who has been nominated as  “Worshipful Master” of  his Masonic Lodge from 

September 2016. He has chosen DFN as charity of the year and will organise charitable events 

throughout the year whilst holding this role. He recently took part in the Kent to Ghent cycle ride. 

Sarah Burton  for running the Great North Run and Abingdon Marathon.  

The family of Andrew Pownall  raising funds in memory of Andrew at his fathers’ 80th 

birthday party. 

To the Forkin family for their kind donation in memory of their son Brendan.  

Thank you to our Patron Lorraine Morgan-Brinkhurst for her donation . 

St James’s Place Wealth Management (in memory of Luca Giovanni). 

Mick & Natalie Hawkridge for their car boot sale. 

Donations received from family and friends of Keith Buckley.  

Donations received from Paul Jasper collected at the funeral of his beloved wife Cheryl.  

Donations received at the funeral of Wendy Johnson and also through Just Giving. 

Donations received at the funeral of Susan McCormack. 

Donations received in memory of Nicholas Smith . 

Our thoughts are with you all at this time.  

Diane and Alex Glennie who held a fund raising memorial gig in memory 

of their daughter Olivia, selling 690 tickets . The evening included music 

from the Antartic moneys (Arctic monkeys) and Green Date (Green Day).  

JUST GIVING 

Just Giving is an  excellent way  of collecting sponsorship  if  you  are  

participating in an event to raise money for the charity. Your sponsors can 

donate on line and there is no need to collect money yourself. Just giving 

even deal with the Gift Aid,  allowing us to receive a further 25% on all donations made by tax payers. We 

currently have numerous supporters who have set up Just Giving pages, including: 

Erin Hewitt who is running in the Mini Great North Run in memory of her gran, Sylvia.   

Lorna O’Brien who kindly chose the Donor Family Network to receive donations received following the 

sad loss of her husband Douglas. 

Abhijit Salve who took part in the 2016 Great North Run. 

John David Jeremiah, who is a heart valve recipient performed the      

“Wintereise Song Cycle”, by Schubert. 

Dean Dunne took part in the Wolf Run in memory of Kate Jakes.  

Pauline Lynam and family raised funds for us in memory of Harry Le Strange, a heart recipient  whose 

family chose the DFN to receive monies raised in his memory. 



The greatest gift  
Donor mum, Helen Eyre, shares her story of beloved daughter Skye, who sadly died on  

24th October 2015, aged 17 years.  Helen says, “Skye was a typical teenager, one day she would shave half 

of her head, the next have her hair dyed purple. She was a very glamorous girl especially when wearing 

make-up, tall and slim. She was popular, confident and liked to be noticed. She was friendly, good with 

children and a bit of a mother hen to her friends. She was attending college doing a course in advanced 

sport fitness and coaching and was interested in working within a sports programme for disabled children”. 

On the morning of 24th October Helen, a clinical support worker in respiratory medicine, left Skye at home 

when she left for work. As usual she telephoned her during the morning but could get no answer. She      

became worried and upon her return home found Skye collapsed in the bathroom. An ambulance took her 

to hospital where a scan showed a clot on her brain. She was cared for in an induced coma whilst the    

family gathered. Sadly they were informed that Skye was not going to 

live and began to say their goodbyes. At this point Helen was asked 

about organ donation. She says “It was definitely something Skye 

would have done; she would help anyone if she could”. Helen explains 

that they were given “as much time as we needed” and that Skye’s 

brother Michael was included in everything. She was impressed with 

the way that Skye was cared for as normal and treated with dignity at 

this time. She was able to accompany Skye to the theatre door and 

Skye was able to donate her heart, lungs, kidney, liver, small bowel 

and also tissue was retrieved for research. Skye was   cremated in a full 

Leeds strip, having been a regular at Elland Road for a number of 

years. Helen says, “I still post the results on Skye’s face book page and 

it was fitting to play “Marching on Together” at her funeral”. When 

asked why she agreed to donation Helen says, “In my job I get to see 

how transplants change lives. 

It is incredible”. Since Skye’s 

death Helen has tirelessly 

worked to raise awareness of 

organ donation, encouraging all her work colleagues to sign the 

register. During Organ Donation Week she was interviewed on  

Radio Leeds and even appeared on TV. She says, “On the match 

held on 29th October 2015 a minutes applause took place at the 

17th minute of the match. I hope this encouraged all there to think 

about organ donation”. On the day before Skye’s 18th birthday 

Helen  arranged a fundraising event, involving a raffle and auction 

of prizes kindly donated by local businesses. Barnsley College       

arranged a bike ride and a sky dive at Elland Road. A total of 

£1,800 was raised in Skye’s memory, half of which she has very 

kindly donated to the DFN. Helen has mixed emotions right now, 

having just faced the first anniversary but says, “Even in death 

Skye makes me proud of her. I will soon receive the St John 

Award in her memory. Even though she couldn’t be saved my loss 

means that others live on through her legacy. I hope the impact 

she has left makes people think about organ donation”.  

 

Our thanks go to Helen for sharing her story and 

memories with us.  



At the hardest time 
FUNDRAISING BALL 

On 20th August 2016 the Donor Family Network held a fundraising ball at the Tally-Ho Conference Centre 

in Birmingham. One hundred and twenty guests arrived to a welcome drink, followed by an excellent four 

course meal. Entertainment was provided by a vocalist during the meal and a band for the rest of the       

evening. A game of Irish Bingo entertained the guests between courses and the conclusion of the meal saw 

the opening of “Nifty’s” Tombola. Thanks to the efforts of our Chairman, David Nix, the tombola         

consisted of over 350 donated prizes including jewellery, kitchenware and plenty of bottles! Every ticket 

was a winner ensuring that guests queued to get tickets! A Silent Auction went on throughout the evening 

with bids being made for lots of jewellery and a huge teddy amongst other things. The big event of the  

evening was the Grand Auction when guests were encouraged to bid against each  other to secure the items 

available, which had all been generously donated by our supporters. Items available included a week in a 

chalet in the French Alps, a beautiful necklace, a jewellery voucher, a boxing glove signed by various     

professional boxers, a guitar which had been signed by members of the Moody Blues and a driftwood 

sculpture. A fabulous evening was enjoyed by all those attending and we were pleased to be able to        

announce at the end of the evening that the magnificent sum of £9,000 had been raised! 

 

 

 

PRECIOUS GIFT SERVICE 

Sunday 11th September 2016 saw this year’s service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving, held at St       

Margaret’s Church, Great Barr. A mixture of donor families and recipients and their families attended once 

again to join in the service which included hymns, readings and a speech by Audrey Wheeler (donor      

family). The service included the opportunity of writing messages to loved one’s and the lighting of      

candles in memory of donors. After the service refreshments were available allowing time for all those     

attending to share their experiences. Numerous new DFN families attended for the first time and were able 

to speak to donor and recipient families. Next year’s service will be held at the National Arboretum during 

Organ Donation Week, offering an opportunity to visit the Gift of Life Memorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many bids were made for 

“Teddy” 

“Nifty’s” Tombola went down 

well 

Some fabulous items were 

donated for the Grand Auction 



Donor Family Network                                      Phone:   0845 6801954 

PO Box 127                                          E-mail: info@donorfamilynetwork.co.uk 

Bexley                                                                www.donorfamilynetwork.co.uk 

Kent 

DA5 9DT                                                                                               

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK! 

EVENTS  

We will be holding a Donor Family Network Gathering on Saturday 6th May 2017, at the National Tissue 

Centre at Speke, on the outskirts of Liverpool. The Gathering will provide an opportunity for attendees to 

meet other donor families and share experiences, to listen to the story of an organ recipient and to have the 

opportunity to talk to the Specialist Nurses Organ Donation and ask questions. We will honour the memory 

of all our loved one’s with a rolling screen of photographs. There will various crafts available and plenty of 

activities for the children. We will arrange for various workshops and discussion groups for attendees. 

There will be no charge for attending the Gathering, refreshments during the day and lunch will be         

provided. Invitations will shortly be sent to all members and further information will be available.  

Do try to keep the date free and we look forward to meeting you!! 

THEIR LIGHT SHINES ON 

Our loved one’s leave behind a light that will never dim or fade. 

It’s kept bright by the love we feel and the memories we made. 

It can warm us like a candle’s glow and help bring comfort too.  

And no matter where you go you’ll find its always close to you.  

And in the darker times remember - in our hearts their light is strong. 

So every time we think of them their memory shines on.  

 

COMING SOON  

We are currently ordering new DFN t-shirts, which will be      

available to purchase on our website very soon for £10 each, in 

purple, blue or grey with the DFN logo on the front. These will 

make excellent Christmas presents.  

 

 

  

Visit the Gift of Life      

Memoria l  a t  the          

National     Arboretum, 

Alrewas,   Staffordshire, 

open every day except 

Christmas Day.  
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