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Welcome to our new Trustees
Alex and Julie Forbes have joined the DFN management committee this
year.
Their son Robert sadly died in April 2007 aged 20 years, following a
road traffic collision and he became a multi organ donor.

Robert made the decision to enter his name on the organ donor register
following the tragic death of a good friend of his in a road traffic collision.
His friend Vicky had been unable to donate but Robert had stated that if
anything were to happen to him, his death shouldn’t be a total waste”.
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Alex says: “Robert had grown into a dependable young man, was
engaged to Becky, was shortly to qualify as an electrician and due to
purchase his first house.

Alex and Julie have worked with Staffordshire Police and the County
Road Safety Team to produce a very hard hitting leaflet showing the
danger of speed and lack of experience for young drivers. They were
also videoed being interviewed by the Police regarding the way in which
their life has changed since their loss and they have given talks to young
offenders and their respective passengers and have appeared on both
the BBC and ITV Central at various times.
Alex says: “Having had updates regarding some of the recipients and
how well they have done gives us some comfort - it would be good to
meet with any of them should that ever be possible.
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When the opportunity to become a Trustee arose, it was a pleasure to
join and take more of an active part, having received excellent
assistance ourselves over the last six years from members of the DFN,
attending the memorial services, the gathering at the Tally-Ho and the
Transplant Games. We know how difficult it is to deal with the donation
process and trying to rebuild a life without that vital member of the
family”.
We are very pleased to welcome Alex and Julie as Trustees and look
forward to their input in DFN decision making and organisation.

Sheffield plays host to another
successful Games
Sheffield hosted the Transplant Games this year and we were thrilled to be joined by some of
our families. Following the parade of athletes, we entered the City Hall upon which the donor
families received a standing ovation and an extensive amount of cheering. The lighting of the
Transplant Flame, previously donated by the Donor Family Network, heralded the start of the
Games 2013. Donor families presented medals at numerous events over the next couple of
days and also at the Don Valley Stadium, where the athletics were held. The recipients really
appreciate it when they are given their medal by a donor family member. Next year the Games
will take place in August in Bolton and we look forward to seeing you there.
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The Gift of Life Memorial gets the goahead!!
We are thrilled to be able to report that we have now successfully raised the £100,000 required
to start on the Gift of Life Memorial. A contract has been entered into with the designer who is
going to make the centrepiece of the memorial. This will take around a year to complete.
We now need to continue to raise money to fund the plot, some benches and the costs of
maintenance in the future.
For those of you who are new to the Network, the Donor Family Network has been raising
money for some time to establish a national memorial to be sited at the National Arboretum at
Alrewas in Staffordshire. The vision of the memorial is to provide recognition for all those who
have given the gift of life and to provide a place of remembrance for all whose lives have been
touched by organ and tissue donation, including donors, recipients, those who died whilst
waiting for a transplant and those who wished to donate but couldn’t. It will consist of a butterfly
and flower made from mosaic, linking in with the DFN logo.
We will keep you updated as to the progress of the memorial
via the newsletter, face book and our website. There will of
course be an official “opening” to which everyone will be
invited and we hope that you will get the opportunity of
visiting the memorial in the future and take time to remember
your loved ones and those who have benefited from their
donation.
Thank you to all our families and supporters who have
donated money and taken part in sponsored events, without
which we would not be able to fulfil the dream of a national
memorial.

Annual Service of
Remembrance
The Network’s annual service was held in July in Birmingham. Dr.
Fiona Reynolds (who works with recipients and their families at
Birmingham Children’s Hospital) spoke about the difficulty in
approaching families to consider donation; a minutes silence was
held in honour of all donors; Andrew Ferguson spoke about the
loss of his son Matthew, aged 17 and a heart recipient reflected
on the 11 years which have passed since his transplant.

Donate Life Concert was well received
Two of the Network’s Trustees sang in the Donate Life Choir at the concert held at the Sheffield
City Hall in July this year. Recipients, donor family members and healthcare professionals made
up the remainder of the Choir. Despite little practice together the choir received two standing
ovations for their efforts. They were joined on the
evening by the Wessex male voice choir, Matt Cardell
and Aled Jones. The aim behind the organisation of
the choir was to raise funds for the British Transplant
Games. It is hoped
that a further concert
will be held prior to
the Games next year.
Further details will be
available nearer the
time.
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Virtual Bouquets
Eunice & Derek Booker,
Sarah Dickinson & her family
- for their attendance at the
Transplant Games and
assistance in presenting
medals

The committee of
Transplant Sport UK for
ensuring the success of the 2013 Games


Organ Donation
Since 1st April 2013:
534 people have donated organs
1462 people have received the gift of sight
1385 people have received transplants
7189 people are still waiting
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Don’t forget you can help us to raise
funds by creating a fund raising page on

