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We have recently welcomed JIM FALLOW and
daughter ANDREA FALLOW to the Donor Family Network’s
Management Committee as Trustees. Jim, Linda and Andrea Fallow became a
donor family in 2001 when they lost their son and brother. Iain died following
brain surgery and they agreed to the donation of his organs, skin and bone. They
tell us more about Iain on page 3. For a couple of years they were part of a local
support group in the Northwest organised by the transplant co-ordinators and
assisted in arranging a memorial service in Manchester.

As with so many other families they attended the exceptional day last April at the
National Arboretum when the Gift of Life memorial was unveiled. During
conversations that day with the other Trustees and in particular, our Chairman,
David Nix, Jim and Andrea were invited to become Trustees and they accepted.
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They attended the opening ceremony of the Transplant Games in Bolton and also
went to the track and field events where they were amazed and inspired by all the
competitors. At the British Transplant Games in 2016, in Liverpool, Andrea was
invited, with others, to light the donor flame at the commencement of the Games.
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Andrea is a nurse on the neo natal surgical ward at Alderhay Hospital. Jim has
spent most of his working life in management in the pub and restaurant business.

Forever missed
We are arranging a FAMILY EVENT

this year to be held on Saturday 6th May

2017, at the National Tissue Centre at Speke, near Liverpool.
You, and all members of your family, are welcome to attend this event, from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm. There
will be no charge for attending and refreshments and lunch will be provided. This family gathering will
enable you not only to meet the Trustees, Chairman and Patron of the Donor Family Network, but also to
mix with other donor families, sharing experiences, which can be very beneficial. It will also be a
wonderful opportunity to remember your loved ones.
All those who wish to do so are encouraged to provide a
photograph of their loved one to share on a rolling screen of pictures
in honour of the donors. There will also be a memorial ceremony
with a certificate of recognition presented to those families who wish
to receive one, during which messages may be read in memory of
your loved one. Throughout the day you will be able to purchase
Donor Family Network merchandise, receive copies of leaflets and
information, spend time in the quiet area, read memorial poems and
consider the charity’s selection of bereavement books which are
available to borrow.
Throughout the day there will be plenty of opportunity to talk to other members.
There will also be adult craft workshops.
Of course the children will be included, with plenty of crafts for them to enjoy,
There will be plenty of child carers available to entertain the over 5’s, all of
whom hold DBS certificates.
During the day we will be holding workshops which you may wish to attend.
These will include topics such as:


A chance to talk to and ask questions of the Specialist Nurse, Organ
Donation



Dealing with memories and possessions



Sharing Experiences



Digital legacies

We will also be inviting recipients to attend and tell their stories, which will be very interesting, especially
to those who have not had the opportunity of meeting recipients and listening to the difference a
transplant can make to someone’s life.
The National Tissue Centre is situated 9 miles from Liverpool and 1 mile from John Lennon Airport so
there is plenty of accommodation in the area for those who require it.
If you are interested in attending please complete and return the enclosed booking form to us by 31st
March 2017.

Forever loved
Iain Alistair Fallow
18th October 1983 - 18th November 2001
Written in September 2002 Jim and Linda say:
“Iain was our son. He would be 19 in a couple of weeks so you can perhaps understand why it would be
difficult to write this. You didn’t know him, we loved him dearly. Iain was very special to us and had
special needs. He was born with cerebral palsy and left sided hemiplegia and suffered with epileptic
seizures. He went to a special school in Blackburn, starting when he was just three years old, and he
loved it.
Over a period of years we were given the opportunity to let Iain have
surgery to help him reduce his seizures. We thought long and hard
about this procedure. After a second opinion from Great Ormond
Street Hospital, all the signs were for Iain to have a chance of a 70%
improvement to his quality of life, the two neurosurgeons each saying
that with surgery the seizures had a high chance of being reduced by at
least 70%. Iain had seizures (both grand and petit mal) just about every
day and had had some nasty accidents during them.
After three false starts, from April 2001, surgery was to be performed on 9 th November 2001 and went
ahead at Pendlebury Children’s Hospital, Manchester. All seemed well until eight days post-op. Then
things started to go pear shaped.
All sorts happened to Iain over the next few hours and he eventually ended up in ICU. Perhaps I’ve
watched too much Casualty, ER etc but I knew what the ICU consultant was going to say when he and a
nurse took us into a private room.
It was a very strange time, Iain’s life was, or maybe not, hanging by a thread. The chances did not look
good.
We have all carried donor cards for many years. The sensible head came out – could Iain be a donor?
After some (very brief) discussion we told a member of the nursing
staff our decision. A while later, when we were sitting with Iain, it
was mentioned by us while the consultant was there.
The donor support team were able to come and talk to us and
explain a few things – the brain stem test, just what could be used in
organ and tissue transplant, including skin and bone. (Iain was
shorter in his left leg and we thought it might be nice, if anything
about this could be, if bone from Iain could perhaps help someone
else with similar difficulties).
We made the decision for Iain to be a donor together, as a family,
and we all signed the consent form. Iain gave the greatest gift of all,
the gift of life to his recipients. We truly hope that they treasure it
and are able to live their lives to the full.”
Our grateful thanks go to Jim, Linda and Andrea for sharing their
story with us. Please contact us if you would be prepared to share
your family story in a future newsletter.

As i sit here and whisper i love you
So many people have kindly raised FUNDS and made
DONATIONS to the charity for which we are very grateful.

Jim and Linda Fallow held a BBQ in August to celebrate their
Ruby Wedding Anniversary, raising funds for the Donor Family Network
and adding a further 25 % by Gift Aid contributions from many of those
attending.
Derek and Eunice Booker held a Karaoke night
in memory of their beloved daughter Kirstie.

Trustee Andrea Fallow visited Brook Acre School, Warrington
to gratefully accept a cheque. Pupils at the school raised funds for us in memory of
the Grandmother of one of their pupils, 9 year old Lillie-Mae, who had donated. The
children’s fund raising efforts also featured in their local newspaper.

The recipient transplant co-ordinators at Leeds teaching
hospital recently had their own “bake off” to raise funds for the DFN. On a
daily basis the co-ordinators care for many patients who have benefited from the
“gift of life”. They wanted to say a thank you to the donor families . They know
this is a very difficult decision for families so they wanted to make this
contribution on behalf of all their recipients, both new and old.
Matched Funding was agreed by HSBC Bank, following a request by Karen, a staff member after
helping to raise funds for the charity earlier this year. Many large organisations offer this if their staff are
involved in fund raising for charity.

I believe somehow you can still hear me
Donor
Family
Network
member Lorraine Furfie
recently
completed a personal
challenge to ride a 500 ft zipline
organised by Zip World. Lorraine
made the decision to do this in
memory of her husband Paul, who
would have been 60 in November
2017. Paul sadly passed away in 2013
and donated his organs giving the gift
of life. Lorraine is celebrating Paul’s
life with a number of fundraising
events.
Freemason Andrew Savery
organised a Ladies Night in
Birmingham, with a fabulous meal,
dancing, auction and tombola to raise
funds for the network. He has chosen
the Donor Family Network as his
charity of the year for which we are
very grateful.

Others who have recently raised funds for us using Just Giving
include:
Beth Wadley and Ellesse Booth , who entered the Great Birmingham Run in memory of Dylan
Booth, who was 18 years old when he donated.
Phil Thomas, who raised funds in memory of Beryl Thomas.

Many donations have been received into the charity:
Funeral donations received from the Campbell and the Newell family.
DFN member Paul Jasper’s sister keeps a collection tin in her shop .
Donation from Alick Moore in memory of son David.
Donations received in memory of John Smith, John Buckley, John Sporston, Martin Burton and Luca
Giovannini.

HOW LONG WILL I LOVE YOU?
Jayne Fisher, DFN Trustee and Specialist-Nurse Organ Donation tells us:
“I have worked in the specialty of Organ Donation and
Transplantation since July 2000. Throughout my nursing
career I had always had an interest in Organ Donation.
I began my Donor Transplant Coordinator career at St James
hospital in Leeds. In my first month I met a very
inspirational character at a study day who informed me all
about the Donor Family Network. Little did I know that
I would be working so closely with our very own Mr Nix at
some point in the future!
My role in those days involved not only meeting families in
what is one of the worst periods of their lives but also
meeting recipients and listing them for transplants. This dual
role continued into 2009 when, following the Department
of Health Task Force report, the Donor Transplant
Co-ordinators's became responsible for the organ donation
part of the role. As some of you will be aware this is when we changed our name to Specialist Nurse Organ Donation (SN-OD for short).
I am now one of the Team Managers for Yorkshire, one of the 12 SN-OD teams in the U.K.
My job is to ensure that all families are given the opportunity to make an informed decision around the
subject of organ donation. Our team of specialist nurses are there to guide and advise you through the
organ donation experience and I am hopeful that we can help bring something positive to what is a very
difficult time for you all.
We are constantly reviewing our practice and are ultimately grateful to you our donor families for not
only agreeing to organ donation but also helping us improve by feeding back to us when things go well
and when they do not go so well. It is only with this that we can seek to improve the service we give to
you.
Myself and my team also speak to and educate many different individuals from medics to nurses to all
other health care professionals , community groups and schools to give the message of how important
organ donation is.
Every family is important as without you we would not be able to save and improve the growing number
of people within the UK who have benefitted from an organ transplant.
Many volunteers will be needed to ensure the successful delivery of
the Games throughout the four days. This will involve liaising
with the athletes, supporters and public and will include: working
with the event management team in organising and marshalling at
the Opening Ceremony; working with the sports managers, scoring,
timing and processing results; assisting the communications team to
dress the various venues and put up signage; assisting with the
registration and administration process for the arrival of the teams and registering the competitors for the
various events; working with the children’s activity team assisting with a range of activities. All
volunteers will need to be 16 years of age by 1st July 2017. Further details will be available soon on the
Council’s website

AS LONG AS THE STARS ARE ABOVE YOU
Lynne Holt – Clinical Transplant Co-ordinator
(Retired) Freeman Hospital, Newcastle tells us:
“I qualified as a State Registered Nurse at the Middlesex Hospital,
London W1, in 1977 and went on to specialize in cardio-thoracic
and intensive care nursing.
My transplant career began at Papworth Hospital, near Cambridge
in 1979. The UK heart transplant programme had started at the
hospital under the leadership of Sir Terence English only months
before my arrival, As Sister in charge of the Intensive Care Unit, I
was responsible for caring for the newly transplanted patients and
their families.
It was an exciting and challenging time to be involved in those early
days, working alongside the pioneers in heart and lung
transplantation. I became very involved and soon realised I wanted
to specialise in that field.
I was the first Clinical Transplant Co-ordinator to be appointed in
the UK when I moved to the Freeman Hospital in Newcastle 30
years ago, to co-ordinate the programme for heart and lung
transplantation in both children and adults. My role was both clinical
and management and involved co-ordinating the whole transplant
process from the first day a patient is referred for assessment, joins
the waiting list, to receiving offers of organs, organizing the theatre teams, and supporting the patients and
their families throughout the whole process.
In 1987 I met Kaylee, who at the age of 5 months was desperately ill with cardiomyopathy. I became
closely involved in supporting the whole family over the 6 weeks waiting for a donor heart. I was part of
the team on the night of Kaylee’s heart transplant. I will never forget that night when a family lost their
baby, and I continue to be in awe of the courage of the donor families, who give consent to donating their
loved one’s organs.
My involvement with Transplant Sport UK and the British Transplant Games started in 1982, when we
entered the first heart team from Papworth Hospital. In 1989, I took 2 year old Kaylee to the Games, the
youngest competitor to compete. The publicity generated through Kaylee over the last 29 years and the
Transplant Games, promotes not only the benefits of transplantation, but highlights the need for more
people to sign on to the Organ Donor Register, and most importantly, discuss their wishes with their
families.
Coordinating a retrieval that proceeds to transplant, is always rewarding, exhilarating, emotional,
exhausting and always humbling. Coordinating over Christmas reminds me of the true meaning of
Christmas and really is a “Gift of Life”. It is so worthwhile to be part of the team, closely involved with
patients and their families, facilitating major life and death decisions. Transplantation continues to be
challenging and there are new developments all the time.
I see firsthand, how desperately my patients, babies to adults, and their families, wait for the phone to
ring, which may mean an offer of a life saving transplant. I also see many of them die waiting for a donor
organ. This is why I am totally committed to making a difference and am passionate about promoting the
benefits of transplantation, through positive publicity.
I count myself very lucky to have started working in the NHS in the mid 70’s. Life as a transplant
co-ordinator can be emotionally and physically draining and tears are shed, in sadness sometimes, but
more often in joy. I never cease to be amazed by the miracle of the Gift of Life”.
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ORGAMITES—
A Campaign by Live Life
then Give Life
The Orgamites - an exciting new project
that aims to get younger children thinking
about how their bodies work. And, of
course, making them laugh a bit too.
The main objective of The Orgamites is to
raise awareness and public acceptance of
organ donation worldwide so that it becomes the default position when anyone passes away. Their
organs can then deliver life enhancing and life extending support to several other people. The shortage of
organs available for children is particularly critical.
The Orgamites are therefore a crucial tool in helping the educational process in order to lead to greater
acceptance of organ donation, and thus availability of organs for transplantation. At present, whilst many
people understand the importance of this, it is nevertheless swept under the carpet; death and its
consequences are not subjects that many people feel comfortable with.
Almost 49,000 people in the UK have endured the wait for a transplant in the last 10 years with over 6,000
dying before receiving the organ they desperately needed. Yet only a minority of parents with children
aged 18 and under have discussed the subject of organ donation so have no idea what their wishes are.
2016 marked 45 years since the first kidney donor card was issued and 35 years since the first full donor
card. But there is still a chronic shortage of organ donors in this country and particularly child donors as
most parents are reluctant to sign up their children to the donor register. The charity “Live Life Give Life”
has a vision where organ donation is the norm, not the exception. So the Orgamites have been created to
get the conversation started in a positive way encouraging people young and old to discuss and consider
organ donation before it affects them. Mr Bone and his seven mighty friends are on a mission to get
everyone talking about organ donation in schools and homes in an accessible way.

As part of the preparations for North Lanarkshire hosting the British
Transplant Games 2017, a World Guiness Book of Records
“Sloshathon” was arranged for Sunday 22nd January 2017 at the
Ravenscraig Sports Centre, Motherwell. The Sloshathon was arranged
to raise funds for the hosting of the Games and is one of many events to
be staged by the local council prior to the Games in July this year. The
World Record stood at 541 people dancing the Slosh for a full five
minutes but this was beaten in North Lanarkshire by 74. A new World
Record!!

