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Loraine Morgan-Brinkhurst MBE 

Patron of the Donor Family Network  

Loraine is a former Mayor of Bath, mother of 6 children and 
has 9 grandchildren. Loraine’s career was in the health  
service for 25 years in her home city of Bath. 

As a young mum Loraine campaigned for a crossing near 
her home in the early 90’s with regards to a dangerous 
stretch of road. Following her success with the crossing 
campaign she was asked to stand for the local Bath and 
North East Somerset Council. In 1995 she was elected to 
the council, following on from which she was active in her 
role, looking after her community and also led in the areas 
of health and social care. She served as a Councillor for 20 
years until 2015. 

 

Loraine first met the Donor Family Network at the 2006 British Transplant Games in Bath. 
She was Chairman of Bath & North East Somerset Council and came to the games but also 
hosted a Civic Reception. Loraine was so interested in the work of Donor Family Network 
that we invited her in 2007 to become one of our Patrons and she has been a great support 
ever since.  

 

In 2009 she was asked by Transplant Sport UK to Chair the Organising Committee for the 
Transplant Games returning to Bath for the 2010 games. Loraine with David Nix MBE 
launched the Transplant Flame at a Pump Rooms event in Bath. 

 

When Loraine became involved with the DFN, she had no one close to her who had been a 
donor or recipient, but she loved the work that the DFN did and wanted to help. In 2011 
Loraine’s partner John was diagnosed with a rare eye condition and he was losing his sight. 
In 2013 his consultant at Moorfields hospital in London said he was a candidate for the 
back of the cornea transplant. In March 2014 his left eye operation took place and John had 
the sight in his eye back within five days. In Sept 2014 he had the operation on his right eye 
which was also successful. Loraine and John are so terribly grateful to his donor and their 
families for giving him the chance to preserve his sight and for the support he has received. 

 

In June 2010 Loraine received an MBE and over the years has raised several million 
pounds for many charities, Local, National and International.  

 

Loraine said “I felt so proud and honoured when in 2007 the 

DFN asked me to be a patron. The gift that donors have 
made to so many people through donating their organs 
and tissue is truly wonderful and I want to help and     
support the charity in any way I can. John and I also from 
our own more recent personal experience will always be 
grateful to his donors and their families with regards to 
him receiving this special gift of sight.  

 

The kindness of donors in donating has  changed  and 
improved the life of thousands of people. I have been so 
moved at the various events over the years when I have 
had the chance to meet families and loved ones and I   
admire them sharing their thoughts and experiences with  
me”. 



I loved you your entire life  

Samantha Marsh is fundraising for 

the Donor Family Network in memory of 
her sister Amanda who donated in 
1996 and would have been 30 years 
old this  year. She is undertaking a year 
of challenges. This started with the     
Cambridge half-marathon on 5

th
 March 

2017 and will end with climbing         
Kilimanjaro with lots in between.  

Samantha completed the Cambridge  half –marathon (her first ever) in a 
time of 2 hours 13 mins. She was supported by Rebecca, who received 
Amanda’s liver when she was 17 years old.  

Samantha has already raised an incredible amount of money on her Just Giving page, where  
recipient Rebecca and members of her family have left messages of support for her: 

 “Until today I never knew the name of the donor who saved my niece’s life. Proud to support this 
cause and get the chance to say thank you, in a small way .....” 

“Gave life to one of my own. Proud to support such a worthy cause”.  

“Good luck Samantha. Your sister saved my sister’s life and for that I will be eternally grateful. 
You are a wonderful family”.  

“Proud of you Samantha. So lovely you are doing this in memory of Amanda who gave me the 
Gift of Life. I am eternally grateful.” 

Good luck Samantha for the rest of your challenges and thank you  

 

 

 

 

Our thanks go to Gavin Shorrock for his donation. 

Also to Gwent hospital who held a cake sale to raise money for the network. 

We are very grateful for donations received from M Smith in memory of Christine, the Stroud  
family in memory of Lisa, T Johnson in memory of Wendy and C Beckett in memory of Diane 
Nash. Our thoughts are with all of you as you remember them with love.  

Henry Hodgskin-Bradbury is collecting funds for the network at his Cafe/ Bistro in Halifax, in 
memory of his grandfather.  

Nan George, together with DFN member Janet Evans arranged a coffee and tea day in St 
David’s on St David’s Day in memory of Janet’s grandson Daniel, who became a donor in 2010. 
Janet says: “he was a great lad, a giver in life and death”.  

DFN member Paul Jasper is sponsoring a sidecar in a race this year and plans to show the DFN 
logo on the side of the vehicle to advertise the charity for us. His sister continues to collect for us 
in her shop.  

Thank you also to Runcorn Freemasons  and to Soroptimist International for their kind donations. 

All donations enable us to continue with our work supporting donor families. 



And I will miss you the rest of mine  

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Wonder and four friends are climbing Ben     
Nevis on 15

th
 July 2017 and raising funds for the      

network. They met through various jobs and              
volunteering in the Ouseburn Valley in  Newcastle and 
are walking under the name of “Ouseburn Donors”. 
They are fundraising in memory of Steven’s wife Sheila 
who donated in 2014. 
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If you are arranging a fund raising event please let us know so that we can publicise it on face 
book. Creating a Just Giving page makes it easier to collect sponsorship money and deals with 
Gift Aid for us.  

 

 

FOR SALE  

We have some exciting new items now available for sale.  With our 
beautiful  butterfly and forget-me-not logo embroidered on the front 
we have fleeces, hoodies and polo shirts.  

These will be available on our website very soon.  

 

 

Jack and Jean Amesbury raised funds 
from a memory tree in memory of 
Dayle, funds being kindly donated by 
family and friends. 

Jenni Edgar is doing a tandem jump from a 
plane over Bridlington in July 2017 to raise 
funds for us. 

Terri Taylor arranged a Music for Life  
concert at the Runcorn Masonic Hall, 
held in April this year which included          
numerous local live groups.  

Just Giving  



Always loved 

Matt Booth, James Noon and three other young men took part in the Three Peaks       

Challenge of Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike and Snowden in under 24 hours in memory of their close 
friend Martin Burton, who donated in 2003.   

Matt said: “On April 21, it would have been Martin’s 30th birthday and as his close friends we 
wanted to use this occasion to not only celebrate his life but also how he was able to help so 
many others.  We  wanted  to  use  this  opportunity to  be able  to  give  something  back. Also  
hopefully to help encourage others in these awful situations to consider organ donation as it 
helps save so many lives every day”. 

 

 

Lucia Quinney Mee  

from Ballycastle, Co. Antrim, a sixth year student at Cross 
and Passion College, had her first liver transplant at the 
age of eight. Following two additional transplants, Lucia  is  
extremely passionate about the incredible gift that organ 
donation is and in 2015 set up the campaign ‘Live Loudly 
Donate Proudly’.  

Lucia believes that education is key and strives to get    
organ donation onto the national school curriculum to    
encourage young people to have educated conversations 

with family and friends regarding their decision about organ donation. A keen swimmer, Lucia  
has  also competed in the British and World Transplant Games which highlights that the gift of life 
allows people not only to live, but to thrive.  Having just been selected for the 2017 World    
Transplant Games in Malaga, she wants to make organ  donation the norm rather than the      
exception with ordinary  conversations leading to  extraordinary gifts. Lucia  has  demonstrated  
an  extreme  ambition to  give back to  the donor families  who gave her life and to inform others 
to have a considered  conversation with loved ones about their wishes. 

For the dedication she has demonstrated in service to her community, Lucia was recognised as 
one of 20 finalists in the 2017 Pramerica Spirit of Community Awards, the only all-Ireland youth 
initiative of its kind which rewards post-primary students for outstanding acts of volunteerism and 
the positive contribution they make in their local communities and further afield. 

Lucia has been awarded the title of All Ireland Youth Volunteer of the Year, alongside which she 
was granted the sum of 1000 Euros to donate to a charity of her choice. We are thrilled that she 
has chosen the Donor Family Network.  

 



Never forgotton  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Donor Family Network’s Annual Service of Remembrance and  

Thanksgiving will take place on Sunday 10
th
  September at   

2 pm. We are holding the service in the Millennium Chapel at the 
National Arboretum, Alrewas, DE13 7AR. This chapel is the only 
place in the country where the Act of Remembrance is observed 
daily at 11am.  

This year we plan to hold a Ceremony of Recognition  (in one  of  
the  marquees) prior  to  the  service. This will commence at 11 
o’clock and will  involve music, photos and the presentation of a 
certificate to those families who wish to receive one.  

 

Please see the enclosed letter of invitation for more details.  

Everyone is welcome to come along. If you haven’t yet had a chance to see the Gift of Life      
Memorial unveiled last year in memory of  organ and  tissue donors  this would  be a great        
opportunity.  

A visit to the Arboretum is a 
good day out. The Land Train is 
a perfect way to enjoy the 150-
acre site, taking 50 minutes and 
introducing visitors to some of 
the 300 plus thought provoking  
memorials and providing a  
commentary. There is no charge     
except for car parking and the 
land train. There is a restaurant 
and cafe on site.  



So often I stop and think of you 

DFN Trustees will once again attend the British 
Transplant Games this year, which  are  to  be  
held  in  Motherwell, Lanarkshire from Thursday 
27

th
 July to Sunday 30

th
 July.  

All members, families and friends are    welcome to 
join us  at this  amazing event  which  gives an   
opportunity to meet other donor  families and also 

those who have received a  transplant. The athletes love to meet donor families and show just 
what they have achieved in memory of their donors.  

The Opening Event, at which the donor flame will be lit, will be 
held at the Ravenscraig Regional Sports Facility, Wishaw, 
Motherwell, ML1 2TZ. We will meet there at 5.00 pm on 
Thursday 27th July.  

Over the following three days many events will take place at 
which families are welcome to  be spectators. On Saturday 
29

th
 July there will be a full day of swimming taking place at 

the Sir   Matthew Busby Sports Complex, Bellshill, ML4 3DP. 
The  donor run will take place at 6.30 pm at the Strathclyde 
Country Park ML1 3ED.  

A day of athletics will take place on Sunday 30
th
 July where the Donor Family Network will have a 

stand for fund raising. Many of the athletes will come to talk to us during the course of the day. 
Any donor families who attend can be included in the presentation of medals to the athletes.  

The athletics will be held at Wishaw Sports Centre, ML2 0HQ. There is no charge for attending 
any of the events and plenty of car parking.  

 

We hope that you were all were pleased to receive one of our   
special Gift Of Life Memorial brooches following the official    
opening of the memorial last year. 

 We have been advised by the staff at the Arboretum that they have 
received some lovely comments about our memorial from visitors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our  thanks go to Julia  Hennessy-Priest who was  the 
designer and sculpture of the memorial, the design of 
which was used in our special brooch.  

 

Julia Hennessy-Priest meeting HRH Duke of Gloucester 

at the unveiling ceremony 

‘Gift of Life Memorial’ Brooch 



You will forever be my always  

Gifted Organs is a very special pop band 

made up of transplant recipient and support musicians 
that have come together to celebrate the “Gift of Life” 

through original music.  

 

Each song is dedicated to the memory of the many donors and their families who decided to help 
save lives at a tragic time of loss. The band  has  produced  an  album, the goal of which is to 
promote organ donation. All the songs can be purchased through I Tunes, all proceeds going to 
transplant charities.  

 

One of the singers, Andrew Eddy, who has received a liver transplant and is Chairman of     
Transplant Sport says: “When people get back to fitness they can engage in sport again”.   

 

Another band member, Mark Allen, who had a lung transplant in 2005, is a gold medal winner at 
the Transplant Games and says: “It’s great to be part of a team of enthusiastic people, using their   
talents to celebrate the gift of life”.  

 

Paul Rooney sings the song on the album entitled “Love is a wonderful Thing”. He says: “I love 
being in the Gifted Organs because it gives me a way of musically expressing how good organ 
donation can be, what a great life you can have after a transplant and to remember my donor 
through song”.  

Creator of the Gifted Organs Band James Tottle had a heart transplant 20 years ago. He wrote 
one of the songs on the album, entitled Restoration. He says: “The first lines of Restoration are, 
“It’s all done and dusted, in your hands entrusted, you are the key to my restoration”. The words 
tell what I felt like when I went in for my transplant. I was in the hands of the doctors and nurses. 
My transplant was the key to my restoration. Gifted Organs is about celebrating life and making 
the most of second chances”. 

James goes on to say: “My life was saved by an unknown donor who gave me their heart so I 
might live. I am deeply thankful to my donor’s family who gave permission for their loved one’s 
organs to be donated at such a sad and tragic time. It has made a massive difference to my life 
by giving me back my health. I decided to start the Gifted Organs and form a band with fellow 
transplant patients as a tribute to our donors and to use our musical talents to promote organ      
donation so that many other lives can be saved”. 

All the songs have been written giving thanks for life. Lyrics include: 

  

“your son lives on in someone else 

and will never be forgotten” 

“thank you for my new lease of 

life”  

“heavens streets will be filled with 

angels tonight” 



“The boy who gave his heart away” has recently been published by Harper 

Collins and tells the story of Martin, son of DFN Trustees Nigel and Sue Burton, who donated in 
August 2003, aged 16 years and Marc McCay who received Martin’s heart when he was 15 years 
old. 

In 2014 Nigel and Sue were honoured to meet Marc and his mum Linda. It is rare for families to 
meet in this way but remarkably Sue and Linda have formed a close friendship. That first meeting 
enabled the extraordinary bittersweet moment when Nigel and Sue were able to meet the boy 
whose life Martin had saved 11 years previously and felt his heart beating. 

As Trustees of the DFN Nigel and Sue have been involved in lots of media interviews over the 
years. On one such occasion, in 2012, Sue met Cole Morton, who more recently produced a   
Radio 4 show covering the two family’s transplant journey. Following the success of the radio 
show, which won “pick of the week” and the gold award for “Audio Moment of the Year ” in the 
Audio and Radio Industry Awards 2016, Cole suggested turning it into a book. 

Cole interviewed everyone who had been involved in the story, including the doctors and nurses 
and the transplant surgeon Leslie Hamilton.  Professor Harish Vyas, who was the consultant who 
approached Nigel and Sue about organ donation has been involved in the book and supported 
the work of the DFN. 

Linda and her family organised a fund raising event in Lochwinnoch where Marc lived                 
incorporating an auction and raffle, prizes for which were generously donated by friends and local 
businesses. The proceeds of the event, at which copies of the book were sold, were shared       
between the Donor Family Network and  the Golden Jubilee Hospital in Edinburgh. 

The author hopes that the book will raise awareness of organ and tissue donation and change 
people’s attitudes. He admits that writing the book changed his mind about organ and tissue      
donation completely, saying: 

“I was squeamish about the idea of allowing my heart, lungs, liver, kidney or eyes to be used for 
others – and even more so about letting that happen to someone I loved – but hearing about 
what Martin achieved after death has changed my mind completely. I’ve signed up to the donor 
register and would urge everyone to do so”. 

“The boy who gave his heart away” is available from Harper Collins, Amazon and book retailers. 
We have a few copies available for £10. Please contact us if you are interested.   

The original radio 4 programme is now a finalist at the New York Festivals Worlds Best Radio 
Awards and can be heard on http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07f4j2b/episodes/guide 

Donor Family Network                                  Phone:   0845 6801954 

PO Box 127                                      E-mail: info@donorfamilynetwork.co.uk 

Bexley                                                                


