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When Audrey and Ian married in 1997, never did they think that
their future life together would be so short. After a few years they
were overwhelmed when they were blessed with the birth of their
beautiful daughter, Sophie. All seemed perfect until life was turned
upside down when Ian was suddenly taken seriously ill.
Ian was rushed to hospital with a Brain Aneurysm and sadly died a
few days later. Fortunately Audrey and Ian had been given the
opportunity to discuss organ donation before Ian was taken to
theatre. The couple had decided that should the worst happen then
Audrey would give permission for donation.
Audrey recalls, “when the time came it was not a difficult
decision”. Ian gave the gift of life to numerous recipients, including
a man who received a kidney and a grandmother who received Ian’s
heart. “This act truly reflects Ian’s nature, he was always willing to
help others and was completely
selfless” says Audrey.
Sophie has grown up learning
about Ian’s kindness and is now
also a member of the DFN.
Sophie attended the opening of
the Gift of Life Memorial and
presented the Duke of Gloucester
with a gift on the day.
Audrey has recently become a
Trustee of the DFN and says,
“over the years although bereavement becomes a little more
bearable, I find great comfort in knowing that Ian gave the gift of
life to others”.
Thank you Audrey and Sophie for sharing your special story with
us.
(If any member would be prepared to share their donation
experience with us, please do get in touch. ).

I closed my eyes and thought of you
Sophie Wheeler has recently written a poem to her dad, which has
been published in a book, “Adjusted” by Casey Bailey.

Proud of me

Dear Dad, Apparently, I’m just like you
From the way I speak, to the things I do.
Everyone says how we’re just the same, even though I only know your name.
A missing part of my family tree, Daddy, are you proud of me?
19th of January 2003.
That dreaded day, engraved on me.
A mum and daughter left in pain. You left when the angels came.
Leaving a broken family. Daddy, are you proud of me?
All the doctors could say was sorry,
As if it could bring back my daddy for mommy.
Taken with a bleeding brain, leaving two bleeding hearts,
Screaming out in pain.
You were gone and now I’ll never see, if Daddy, are you
proud of me?
A young girl, growing up, so many questions on my mind.
About who you were, where you went, and how we intertwined.
Why him? Why us? I’d ask my mom.
And although she didn’t know, she’d tell me you were needed up there,
Which is why you had to go.
A little girl, so many questions, sitting on her mommy’s knee.
And even though no answer would ever come,
She’d say, Daddy, are you proud of me?
But now I’m growing up, and I speak to you through our stars,
I think of you as part of me, and I’m proud of who we are.
Two broken hearts so far apart, and yet we are so near.
You live on inside of me, so I know you’re always here.
Though some things go and others change, what happens is meant to be.
But if there’s one thing that I hope,
It’s that Daddy, you’ll be proud of me.

In a thousand silent ways
Judith Glennon
is from Belfast and received a donated kidney in
2016. We would like to thank Judith for sharing her
story with us.
“I was 43 years old and it was 24th April 2015 when I
went to my GP presenting with just general unwell
symptoms. My blood pressure was very high so I
was sent to A&E where blood tests were done and a
kidney issue was diagnosed, called vasculitis, an
inflammation of the blood vessels in my kidney”.
Judith spent five weeks in hospital going through many procedures and was started on
dialysis.
She remembers, “I was in denial. My illness was preventing me from doing the things I
had done previously. I was determined to continue to work and drove myself to dialysis
sessions picking the 7am slot so I could get hooked up first. Eventually I was able to have
my dialysis at home which lasted for eight hours every night.
There is nothing that comes near to having a working kidney which I received on 1 st
August 2016, having only been on the list since my hospital appointment on 23 rd June
2016! I had so much more energy to do the things I wanted to do.
I now have a completely normal life. I think of my Angel donor and pray for my donor
family every day. While I was so lucky a family was mourning a loved one and I try to
live my life in their honour. My donor was a lady in her early 50’s and I have written to
her family. I hope that it brings them solace and strength knowing their loved one lives
on”.

Tom Wilson

was an avid West Ham fan and his mum

Lisa and sister Pippa are regular advocates for organ donation. Earlier in
the year when West Ham played Burnley, the game had a special
significance. Not only was Tom going to be mentioned in the
programme that day but Lisa knew that among the 50,000 crowd would
be beating the heart of her son Tom, who donated aged just 22. Lisa
says, “Tom was a huge West Ham fan and it’s extremely rewarding to
know that his heart will be there, enabling someone else to be living a life to the full”.
Lisa knew this because she had recently heard from the recipient of Tom’s heart who was
also an avid West Ham fan who had told her he was going to this game.
Lisa and Pippa did not attend the game but she says, “come what may, our hearts will be
there .... just like Tom’s”. Lisa and Pippa were subsequently able to meet the recipient of
Tom’s heart at their house. Lisa says, “Tom came home. I felt the recipients pulse, which I
know was Tom’s heartbeat”. Lisa told the recipient that Tom had wanted to travel along
Route 66, to which he replied “I’m going to do it now with Tom. I will send you a picture.
Tom will travel the world”.

We miss you everyday
Thank you
to everyone who has so kindly raised funds for us or
made generous donations to the charity, allowing us to
continue with our work. We are extremely grateful to
you all. Recent donations include:
Susan Rowe
Michael Everett
Linda Allison
Amanda Ranson
Stephen Liddiard
Oasis Hub Waterloo
N Goodman
Paul Warburton
Mr & Mrs Campbell
M. Cragg

Zurich Community Trust – matching donations raised by their Birmingham office
Staff & students from the Social Design Group at Q3 Academy, Great Barr
In memory of Sharon Drew – we are grateful to donations made by Sharon’s loving
husband Ron, her family, friends and colleagues
Donna Howden in memory of her son Jamie
In memory of John Houghton
In memory of Maureen Durham
In memory of Carol Shuttleworth
In memory of Peter Livingstone
In memory of Janice Shilling
Gavin Shorrock – in memory of his nephew and godson Iain Fallow
In memory of Mr Sproston
In memory of Stephen Brian
In memory of Robert Stokoe
Mr & Mrs Heywood in memory of their dear son Phillip
In loving memory of Alan Foley, who donated aged 62, in March 2018. His wife Karen,
family and friends, collected monies for the DFN, rather than flowers at his funeral
S Nash in memory of Robert McClone
C Tullett in memory of Lynda
J Blackett in memory of Simon
Ameesha Williams in memory of her mum.

You are only ever a heartbeat away
Just Giving

Our continued thanks go to those who raise funds and create
pages for the DFN, often in memory of those who have given the ultimate gift of life:

Heather Poole Gleed is undertaking the South Coast Challenge in August, which involves
walking 100 km. The challenge starts on Saturday morning and Heather’s aim is to keep
going through the night, finishing on Sunday morning.
Heather wrote on her Just Giving page : “New boots have been purchased and training is
underway! My friend and colleague, Andrew Prismall, would not be here today if a young
man had not died and his family had not agreed to donate his organs. Andrew was the
grateful recipient of a new liver for which he is thankful every day.
I want to help an organisation which supports those brave family members who, at their
very darkest hour and amid such incredible emotional turmoil, have taken the decision to
enable their loss to save the lives of up to 8 people – eight
complete strangers crying out for a chance to survive.
Andrew is a staunch supporter of the DFN and the company for
which he is Chairman have adopted the DFN as their chosen
charity”.
Good luck Heather and thank you!
Charlotte Wray says, “I am running the Manchester 10k on 20th May to raise
money for the Donor Family Network, a charity very close to my heart. In
2011 my uncle Andy died suddenly but he donated nearly all his organs,
including his heart. He saved many lives and I am running in honour of him as
he was an amazing uncle and a good friend to everyone. Andy inspired me to
join the Organ Donor Register.”

When Brian Forth passed away unexpectedly his wife Carol and daughters Sam
and Cara set up a Just Giving page in his memory and asked friends and family
to contribute toward the DFN instead of flowers. Sam says, “we have been
overwhelmed with people’s generosity to the Just Giving page we set up in
memory of my dad, never expecting anywhere near the amount which was
raised. Unfortunately organ donation did not take place in the end which was
not only devastating news for us but I’m sure for the recipient which it didn’t
work out for.
We hope that the money raised can go toward supporting families”.

Elizabeth O’Neil collected donations for us in memory of her husband Jon
O’Neil. Elizabeth says, “In typical form Jon had already signed up to the
Organ Donor Register and has given a wonderful gift which we hope is
successful”.

Love and life lives on in others
Andy Savery

has supported the DFN in many ways
over the years and as worshipful master of a Masonic
Lodge in Birmingham he chose the DFN as their
charity for the year. He recently organised a Charity
Ball in Birmingham to which around 120 attended.
Everyone enjoyed a fabulous meal, wine and
entertainment. Funds were raised by holding a silent
auction, which included many lovely pieces of
jewellery and a tombola, where every ticket was a
winner. All the rituals of a Masonic Ladies Night
were adhered to. Andy’s wife Jo was responsible for
the beautiful table decorations.

Donor Family Network Charity Ball
held on 12th May 2018 and attended by almost 200 people. DFN Trustees worked very
hard to ensure that an enjoyable night was had by all. Those attending were welcomed
with a glass of bubbly before finding their seats. Between courses we
played a game of Irish Bingo to raise some funds. We
were entertained by a singer whilst we enjoyed a
fabulous four course dinner. Once coffee had been
served it was time to surprise our Life Time President,
David Nix, with a birthday cake! Our Grand Auction
then commenced, with items including a sculpture of a
horse made from driftwood by James Doran-Webb, two
beautiful necklaces kindly donated by one of our
Patrons, Nigel Lynall, a golf break and a boxing glove
signed by Anthony Joshua. Bidding was swift and
showed the amazing support we had from those attending the event.
We then opened the Tombola. All tickets won a prize and there was a
long queue as everyone wanted to support us by buying tickets. Many
came back time and time again! During the evening we had a number
of items in a silent auction. It was interesting to see people bidding for
their favourites, including a number of handbags, jewellery, bottles of
whiskey and two signed football shirts, one by Wayne Rooney, the
other by Matthew Upson. Dancing commenced with the Band playing
until after midnight when it was time for
carriages home.
Proceeds are to be divided between the
DFN and Transplant Sport. Our grateful
thanks go to David Nix, DFN Life
Time President, for obtaining such an
amazing number of donated items for the
tombola and auctions and for the
extraordinary amount of time he spent
organising the event.

They are forever grateful
Events:
Our annual Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving
will be held this year on Sunday 9th September in the chapel at the National Arboretum,
Alrewas, DE17 7AR at 2 o’clock. Everyone is welcome to come along. It is an
opportunity to listen to music, light a candle in memory of your
loved one, hear both donor family and recipient speakers and
meet donor and recipient families. Last year we held a
ceremony of recognition for donor families. We intend to hold a
similar ceremony this year during the service, but on a smaller
scale, for any members who
were unable to attend last year
or have joined the charity since
then. We will present a
certificate of recognition to the
donor family for those who
wish to receive one. We would
appreciate it if you could let us
know if you intend to come to
this year’s service in order that we can organise catering. Please let us know if you wish
to receive a certificate of recognition at the service, confirming the donor’s name as you
wish it to be shown on the certificate and if possible forward a photograph of your loved
one which we can use during the ceremony.
The 41st British Transplant Games are to
be held in Birmingham from 2nd to 5th August 2018. The
Opening Parade will take place on Thursday 2nd August,
leaving Victoria Square B1 1BB at 5.30pm, heading to the Symphony Hall. Various events
will take place over the next two days at the University of Birmingham Sport and Fitness
Centre, B15 2TT and on Sunday 5th August the athletics will be at the Alexander
Stadium, Walsall Road, B42 2LR. You are welcome to come and support the events and
present medals to the athletes. Please contact us for further information.

Organ Donation Week 2018

will take place from 3rd to 9th September.
NHS Blood and Transplant will be organising various campaigns. Donor families are
welcome to become involved.
Over 34,000 people joined the NHS Organ Donor Register during
Organ Donation Week 2017, a huge testament to the work that
took place all across the country to get people talking about organ
donation and supporting the cause.
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Memories and Messages
From Penny MacFarlane:
Remembering our beautiful daughter Jane Louise Overland who would have been 47 on
21st April 2018. She died on 3rd January 2014 from a brain haemorrhage.
We love and miss you so very much.
All our love, Mum & Dad xxx
Alan Blanche donated at age 16, in 1995. His parents Errol and Norma have been
supporters of the Donor Family Network for a number of years. Over the recent
anniversary they visited the place Alan is buried. On their return Norma was met with a
card from Carol, the recipient of one of Alan’s kidneys and has kindly shared with us her
words: “I cannot believe it’s 23 years – I expect it feels like 123 in some ways, and much
less than 23 in other”. Norma says: “A truer word was never spoken!”.
Norma has also written these words to her one and only precious son ....
Precious Son, Jesus saw your pain and to your rescue came:
So you could live with him until we meet again.
We love and miss you while that glorious day we await
We know you’ll come with Jesus to lead us to Heaven’s gate.
Robin Bruce Smith

17.2.43 to 18.3.03. This
photo was taken on his
60th birthday.
“The liver recipient
sends a card every year.
So nice to hear they are
now grandparents”.

In loving memory of
Andrew McGill– SRN &
male midwife.
17.10.66 to 9.5.93

(If there are any words, photos, messages or memories you would like to share in our
Newsletter please forward them to us and we will include them in the next edition of
Connexions)

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
@DonorFamilyNetw

